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The Government of Bihar established the Mithila

Institute of Post-Graduate Studies and Research in Sanskrit

Learning at Darbhanga in 1951 with the object, inter-alia,

to promote advanced studies and research in Sanskrit learn-

ing, to bring together the traditional Pandits with their

profound learning and modern scholars with their technique

of research and investigations, to publish works of permanent

value to scholars. This Institute is one of the five others

planned by this Government as a token of their homage to

the tradition of learning and scholarship for which ancient

Bihar was noted. Apart from the Mithila Institute, three

others have been established and have been doing useful

work—Nalanda Institute of Research and Post-Graduate

Studies in Buddhist Learning and Pali at Nalanda, K. P.

Jayaswal Research Institute at Patna, and the Bihar Rashtra

Bhasha Parishad for research and advance studies in Hindi

at Patna. In the establishment of the Mithila Institute the

State Government received a generous donation from the

Maharajadhiraja of Darbhanga for construction of the

building on a plot of land also donated by him.

As part of this programme of rehabilitating and re-orienta-

tion of ancient learning and scholarship, the editing and

publication of this volume has been undertaken with co-

operation of scholars in Bihar and outside. The Government

of Bihar hope to continue to sponsor such projects and trust

that this humble service to the world of scholarship and

learning would bear fruit in the fulness of time.





PREFACE

There was a time when some people, particularly the

foreigners took delight in calling Tantra a creed of gross

immorality and superstition. It was ordinarily identified

with Marana, Mohana, Vasbikarana and similar magical

works. But the labours of Sri Mahesh Chandra Vidyarnava,

Sir John Woodroff, Varadakant Majumdar and others, the

importance and scientific character of the Shastra has been

proved beyond doubt that it is neither magic nor

superstition, but a part of Brahraavidya meant for realisa-

tion of the highest goal of life.

To-day a peculiar interest appears to have been aroused

in the mind of people in India and abroad to know this

Vidya more closely and intimately. To satisfy the curiosity

of such people books like the Mantra Kaumudi will, no
doubt, be useful.

The book is being published for the first time. A copy
of the book is in the library of the Maharajadhiraj of
Darbanga. With the help of another manuscript of it Prof.

Ramanath Jha, of Chandradhan Mithila College Darbhanga,
who is also the Librarian of the Raj Library, edited the

book and submitted it to the Mithila Institute for

publication.

In his editing notes Prof. Jha has marked the manuscript
of the Raj Library as ^ and the manuscript of his friend

has been left without any mark.

For getting an opportunity to edit this excellent work of

one of his great ancestors Prof. Ramfmfitha Jha rightly feels a

genuine pride and satisfaction.

The Maharajadhiraj Sir Kameshwar Sinha Bahadur of

Darbhanga is well known for his love of learning. He very

kindly permitted to publish the work and on account of his

generosity this beautiful treatise of Tantra is available to the

public.

J. Misra

DirectorMITHILA INSTITUTE, DARBHANGA





INTRODUCTION
The author

Mahamahopfidhyaya Tarkapancanana Shri Devanatha

Thakkura was the fifth of the seven sons of Mahamaho-

padhyaya Govinda Thakkura and elder brother of the

famous Naiyayika Madhusiidana Thakkura In the Mantra

Kaumudi he traces his lineage from Ravikara. His father

Govinda was the great grandson of Ravikara

Devanatha was born in C. 1490 A. D. and lived up to a

ripe old age. The exact date of his death is not known.

But he wrote the Tantra Kaumudi at the age of 75, in 1564.
1

Mahamahopadhyaya Govinda Thakkur was a great

scholar of Mimansa, Vedanta and he was a Lion of Nyaya

He has been mentioned by Devanatha with great

reverence and in highly eulogistic terms for his great scholar-

ship, and other qualities. He learnt Nyaya and other

Shastras at the feet of his father.

Devanatha is famous as “Sapta-Kaumudikara”. These

Kaumudis are

—

1. Adhikarana Kaumudi on Mimansa

2. Kalakaumudi on Smriti

3. Kavya Kaumudi on Rhetorics

4. Tantrakaumudi, written in 1486 6aka (1546-65 A. D.)

5. Mantra Kaumudi

6. Siddhanta Kaumudi

7. Smriti Kaumudi

In the closing verses of Tantra Kaumudi he says about

himself :
-

aflfcwowsrai wwh: i n

For greater details about Devanatha see History of Navya Njaya in Mithila of

Prof . D. C Bhattacharya, Mithila Institute, Darbhanga, Page 189.
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^qTrS'rt (^jIdHld<rd <R°Ml 5!f f'KIrt,

tfUT'^T 5EWTT^°r fat%

It appears that after the downfall of Oinwar dynasty

in 1526 A D. he left Mithila and went to the court of

Malladeva, the king of Kamata, i. e. Coochbihar. In the

Tantra Kaumudi this Malladeva has been praised profusely

in beautiful penegirics. From a verse in the Tantra Kaumudi

(Intro. V. 5) it appears that he enjoyed the patronage of

another king Gajapati Govindadeva. It is difficult to say

who this Gajapati was.

He also wrote (wMto'Mftftjg) on Navyanyaya, in L. S. 443.

Devanatha was an all round scholar. But in his writings his

poetry dominates over everything else. From his writings

one can see atonce that he is a poet and man of literature

first and anything else afterwards. In the closing verses

of Mantra Kaumudi he writes

—

He composed the Mantra Kaumudi in L.S. 400 (= 1509).

1

The Mantra Kaumudi

Devanatha was born in a family famous for culture and

learning in Tantra. His ancestor Ravikara was well-versed

in all the branches of Tantra ;

3 so were his (Ravikara’s) son

and grandson Budhikara and Keshava. But his father

Govind was “The sun of the lotuses of all Tantra.” 3 He

received the secrets of Tantra from his father.

Veda is Brahmavidya and it is identified with Shabdab-

rahma. It has theoretical and practical sides. The

sffiOs iftgOHcri Mwt i>

R. sswfasr: 1 Jio <fiU V?
3. ii 4o ifiU
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theoretical discussions have been given in detail in the

Vedantas, and the applied practices for the realisation of the

findings of those discussions exist in the form of yoga and

Tantra. Cessation of activities of mind has been the aim

of all practical forms of Brahmavidya, as this is the most

important step for moving further for realisation of Brahma.

In the Veda it is called ?r^n: etc. and in the later

Vedic literature and Tantra it is called^ ,
rrfT^RT,

JTirRWH' etc. In Hathayoga-pradipika Susumna-

nadi is the synonym of I

As yoga is practised in two forms— external and internal,

so is Tantra. Tantra is practised in two forms of sacrifices

—

internal (sFcPTfr) and external
|

The external rituals

are meant to help and develop the internal forces for the

realisation of the Brahma of the Veda and the Shakti of the

Tantra. In the early stage the rituals differ, but as the

Sadhaka proceeds onward, Yoga and Tantra gradually

merge into one. Ordinarily it is believed that Tantra is

opposed to the Veda. But in fact Tantra is an applied form

of the Veda and many Reas of the Veda can not be explained

without the help of Tantra. According to the tendencies

of the individual Sadhakas and the limitations of the human

Gurus several schools in Tantra (and in yoga) sprang up.

Vama is one them, As the practices and rituals of Vama
do not fit in with the taste and habits of the ordinary people,

they express abhorrence for it and in their ignorance

identify the entire system of Tantra with Vama-marga,

Indeed, one day Sir John also felt surprised wheD he put

the question to a Tantrik—‘Where is your Shakti (female

companion)” and received the reply—‘She is within myself.’

It is refreshing and surprising to note that the entire

family of Devanatha, with a tradition of centuries behind it,

belonged to the non-Vama School of the Sadhakas. In his

whole course of Sadhana (practices) of the Mantras he does

not feel the necessity of animal sacrifices or rituals of the
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Vama School. The rules prescribed by him for Mantra-Siddhi

(succes in Mantra) are

—

asFmr- Jiiwr fron
i

l*m;sTT5

“A Sadhaka should lead the quiet life of a Brahmachari.
He should refrain from speaking ill of others. He should

keep quiet in light or nonsense talk, and he should take

Havisya (milk-preparations) only once (in 24 hours)”

Like all great Sudhakas Devanatha is equally devoted to

the forms (m^tt) and the formlessness (fNmrc)
|

Yantra-Pfijana

(worship over the Yantras) is one of his forms of external

worship. About the Yantras (diagrams) he says—

jftnrrfcr ||
w

“The impurities of mind like passion, anger etc. are

restrained by it. Therefore it is called Yanlra (restrainer.)

The gods are satisfied when worshipped over it.”

He has dealt with the secrets of the forms with the

precision of a profound scholar, who has entered into the

secrets by Sadhana and realisation. According to him

Ananda (Joy) is the Kanda (root) of the forms,

(jjo Darma (the sustaining force) is the

lion (tt® s.^'n) and the elephant (*i® 5)® **). Samvit

(consciousness) is the stalk (tf° e.R,^) and the forces of

Brahma are the leaves of the lotuses (jt® ?^°).

In Mantra Kaumudi Devanath mentions 99 works on

Tantras, and the teaching and initiation of his great father

as the source of his work. Most of these works are not

available in print. It indicates the vastness of his knowledge

of the subject. It has been written in 37 chapters and deals in

detail all the aspects of Mantra Sadhana. In the present age

he can be accepted as a safe guide of the non-Vama School

of the Sadhakas Here a new School of Tantra, that was

widely prevalent in Mithila comes to light through Mantra

Kaumudi. It is hoped that it will be of special interest to

the students of Tantra.

mithila institute
DARBHANGA

JANARDAN MISHA
General Editor
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fgfcflq?g =3 JPW^H^T

JRiPtf gfa%
|
dd^ HJTft «T gT ztaT f*Fg *?lfiw S* JT-*ft

fafad: q^ra;: dgmsfarngt d %gdf JT»ig>^g dkg 4ifu ^<g g mRtgktfd,

^rftTQ flv:q3#q-qf«MTfn^TRt gg^mpf dddfa^ srfd*ri ^ fdd^Tgfd |

Spq^npj digg>T<fadTfemg t’dgidftd
|
mWT flig^T g®°rgfddl<rl-

q^Tftnqrr fcRIHT^f^fedT^cmfpTT dWWRTd#?3fdgridl5i O^dT dTHlfT*g-

^^^*fa?;fa*f^fg^d1wdrggi g*dg;Tdi%) §^%ht
i

ft ^ fs^dTifikrgfag;-

=d3?*rddd ^dfafafadm?R 'Fr?ud^i ,'i^i mft “*ggn” sn^r ^'faCfaFrgrg-

m^-JTf'RFr'RFi'RrqT srkgdi^d %fwfd mggFd gfmgTg'igg^Rgg l
fami

m3%g dTfefqeT^iT, %<mgf3;g3m, *m =g ?*tt% ?«n% d^rrfgdT, 'Hl-^

g$dfew®gTfa ddfadT, dvfa d«T =d %^STHKl^K<igw«hOMlil ^dd^d

?dn%d Y?ftgdjfad Tl TfadT |
dm®gkdd,HgF®t dm *R?mg%gdg dTggTT dk-

’ZfftcTT | #f mg^T “$” ?fa g?RT g%fddT
i

grgcr =g diggrr mdFrfadTFdd “dtoid” rnggifadi dfadggm°ri cit^wi-

^flqj ffjfa dWtdT dl^Nd Rg fd<j|d wklfedT d^gf fanj ddfaifcrMl-

mfdgmrT I
dr^md gffWFri g^d^fa'h'dg^lddd <hfaiulMmfadfa 4b-

^uijgiqi^ sqfcg • • -fefyd'^qtrl^-ld fmdi %«sl«t>’t-4 dTdTgdgfa<rl*gg
|
d^RT^

3 ddtdifihJmggH.
I
midmggrid: ggggdTg g# %farmf diggdfq f% ggdmg-

dd%df%dg JgHI'dd fafafdT d %fd d did |
FTdfa digqrr mwmggngd%<3T-

d %dTfg d^fffgdT
i
fg^g ^ %^d ?^rr= rnmn ig«t>im

flTg^FTTgw*^^
i

VF1 mmmRdd ^rt% JP?lFn^T ^dl^ltf: “?T5% d^dmfaPT fagdgRm-

fsdtfiVd
I

^TgRtg. qfrjdtddi %gdT*J:” I
Sf^g%d'tgd3?g[ddd

gg^k fnPidwiw mmg mgcgTrUrsgfrgRrc gg uTdf^ql fd g^gg’mgrcm-

i grfa mg%
i
sd ^rfq mg: mgWgfaH^ra gg fcrfed Fdgdtgd

i

kpg crgrrfg mggT drfdsgm ferldT g dm^n dTfdgqm
i
fagg?^

i
vtrt =mg g^gmft I grmjg 5r*gTgig giggrr^gi ^1^-

g^ft gmcs^g mg fg®rg gggmg.
i
grgRgTm^gTgmm^g qf®ggR fg^gt

fggimrTfR g%g?^ mgmg srgrrcr gfggTggfg g^ftggg^g i
?n?ng gg-

g^flgg Igslgt rnggigncgg^Rg ggg gT gg?n?g ggMtg g^rtgg fgmRgfgr
i
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„ “1

“qqfcqld < f«id^qqTffqqqq^Tqq
: ’

’ |
are tfqqraqfisq l^irftq:, gfeqa^qf-

VW Wf5f:, %qrq5qf*?q qfa:, jfrt^a^f^qTgg 3%3 T^W I
tfqq*d<*$*:

“qq*rm^:” f^tfqcrf?renjq?q fasqlifiqqifaHl q^iqTl%qqfNq*q q1^q*~

sqf^fq ^tfpr: i
qrcqq q}3$q^q nqfat afq^f^fq^sfaqq^q^qt fq^rr-

qfqjqp;:
| q)^rc«i?q ^nfrct vngpTsi qrFrfcfqfq%qr?q jtcw^ sftft^q*q

tTN^r:
|
wq^q q}^«K« ^f^ft tfq*Rt *T*KI*ISfefa*^iW ^3&TCiqJ-

wr^qr qnqT^q in^r^fqfq ?qgn. i
fqfwrqi irqfoq: qsftoFqt q^Ki^ft-

fafqqqrrftq:
i

qreqi q^qt qWrfq^qTSiwiqi fqgfqqTqsTfqqTqfaqRreqH"

q^fqqTWrqTWqft^qiqqqrrfq “q<g%^qifq” ^’Zfteifq q^% i
JR^tf W =q

jrr#rerq?n«ffqqiHJnJTqr^qT qarisqTqqj qsfaqjwifcrcsq dqq^q qfrqq 5

qq^qqTqfqq;: ma:
| tfqqRdqTfqismqqiqCT qT3^:

»
a a lata-JnaqTat i

qrq jrrat gwFR^qqq^q fqq^ q^rgqTfq qqq i
a^inCT apq f^q

‘\#’ “spfa” sfa qqiqq.
i q?q f^q a #sft 3qq: qtg^P I

“fq'rqq” ?fq q?«.-q^
i
qsftaq^qtrrcqq^ qftrfqf fqfaar: qnan arrai:

i
aw

qcqrrM^fqqiqjniTqTqfq: qniwrqT:
i
qt q?q sna^q qwt q*q q^^qi^q

qrr^T ^qiqr
i
Tfqqroq 35ft ffsqsqt “aaqr?” sfq jna?q qwt 1

qqqT?qiqq:

qfcfq JTPrt q ?nqq
1 qwwTq'^qT^qra^ aid qqqrq-qTqqft mat qaa 1

q «!i%

qqqrf qrr^pirq anqia ?fq qTRT afa^: ! 3atq-3<rrcq qasn?-srtanqT

qt^ft jqq'r gfeqrq^fq =q a^qfq: “fatqq qaqT?” cfq aan°qqTgaTfq

qftalqq 1 qfqqasq qrfaa: 35ft jfeqaT qaaTf-qwt 5%: 3qt dqqrpqs tRstfq

afd3?na?q qrat
1

tfqqrRT?q aqfa*q qtqr acia^q^qiqa^qqsqf^aq 3*

qcfqfsqf^: ^TaaTaTqsqrcTafa^qprq sfq d-qq-q^q qqfa^-aqlq %
qqsqg^i^tqrrqTsi afar fqqTtqi wrq:

1
qqfqCi qfqqaRaaat ^Rrm q^aa:

1

qarfqat fatqpnqq^ afa^TadMiqg qftst
1

qfqqaFrpq fafa-asr: qrfrgaiaqpf fafwrqi gfqaq:
1
qfqqaaqKsq san-

qfqqq^qqq^q q^q^qrqt qTT^sqrq^qTs^q: 1
qiq^r: q^qi aftqrtqqq 3^3-

qjfqqi fspjfaq:
|
q^sqi a^tqrsqTqt ^nfqqrRRjqrfq*

|
qtqf qfqqiqt qqi

r
qq;*

J

q^3^R?q q^rqqg: ?fq qqqfq
1

qqt mj&qTftqq^ q% ^qTWRq^q

sqqqrq: gT^sq: ?TTqqT
:qTqqqrT?qlWfS^t'fMq Mdlqd

|

qfqqq^q 3^1 gfeq;??qfq 3 3q ; %^q ;
l

srrfqqt aft^T^nq^ ^qrlqq/l
1

%qrq?q q^qi 3^3 qfqs;qq: qtenj^fr qqfq^sqfq: fq^:
1

q*-q«Ag^ii

^qqiq?q “q^qTqT-^’
,
-‘‘qqT?qfq5q?q-qi :q?q%*’’ “qq^q^qq^^aT^qrq” ^qiq-

qrr?q ”^Ni4tsfq (qqqqT^isfq) fq^Tqq qqqfqqqifq^t qT q qi” ffq

q^qqq,
1‘qr^^q^^qqr^^'” q “aq^ fqfqq^qq^f}”fq qqqfq

1
srfq^tsq*
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a>T®aiRtq?aT?Rra! ^'flfa^n'ISaa' JJ<{1 TTSaa I

fWt awgarFT litftK: iaraat’fa
|
a*R: stafo: ^W?!T^

f^fwr ^rt atarr snrafqra: arfsaroTfcaat ^nas Karacfa I
ferH*^q: "??T

'

IRtfr^lfT H^rRf a ata:
|

5T*m ^*1%
I

fert^T

^rr =rer aaraRT aRTfq a araa. I

aaia^naaafta: |
aaia^ra:

ifdmayr HTRa:
i

jq*u-i«Raaw 3^
ma

sraa

Tftf^FfT^r: l
a*atf??a ^aa^ira ih\^z^\?nr.

sqtT: aa’jwqraTafa aataiaa Tit faai

jnt°r fagrafasTsfr i

vfcg frM Ji% afa =* v *fta%

af<§ fafaaT aTCtsaar<ifqa-. I

tffr aw %«aaffaTa sitaafa i

farorat

flft^wgwfotfo: l
afc tfwaw *nW mT<

aiar q^aar sup i

w
fan, arjaw atTOR^w Wr jar aR^TfaFKt **ma ^
dmin '‘gataaTai” faarawT% laqaaRaaiaa ^ HRf% ^psRrfeasra* l

fapftfa^t “jn^-aflfSIW •‘Rfm
,,-^T-^^ft ^TT^I-^

srrwfrT^'T: afagl *Fat ^TJTRTRtgT^ |
RTRTRTTaa ^Vt^l UsH ^'q"11

'

^BT Umh'iU'^ a 3?^ I

taa^Rfa ^T aCRCT'

gTRTqfcR'-i aUT3ft aCTOWlwiWS faRTftTCRf
|
rT^tRUHW JPTRTRt #*T

fanafafatfq oTf^cn ?tftt: afcn foifaqr#^ q^q^Tt^TR Wt*™-
R: 3^: I

^TTfWTat afTf% aiaiaTawl yWWt Aaift^WW

fossa arfaasaf^failt 3qT arai: i ^igTsrfqr a afraar aaifaqa: |
a?a tsaia:

jar fasnafosafv l
aa stfa^Fwa: “arFra§iafo'’Ta:”

t wwfi^ gq-

^pfar
I
aa awsnara* a-aarrc: •'aiTasRRat aan” ^arMi arfqaa sfir

jpasmaa i
afo qiaa: qwr<

r
fra a araaia i

ajad anaa^Ra sqwn areRfa^aaRatafaaasa aaags;aaiai^ i
a?ia

araam: wr^rawfrfawMf^^forerreaaT |

amaarr%qftsfq aafaiata tea
i
aimiraa. ?£<RT aiawfa^taw ta?maaaa

arag^aaraj arfaaw anas: jar 'aarear afractarsaTa** i
aa t^^aa:

arta^ffajaTaftqr aatqasa:
i
aa tafaa?5 a qsrfq Jpa: aaa

i

f
.\ *

wwwmawaiifaaiqistfawi v>l arn <q<£ (ai—KkU) yt-Wi i
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ama: gar ag^aa:
!

afa&.aag afa?fagTfg%g ag^jjrat

^tnf:
|

q^^tRaiaaraSR^fitf fxFfTTH'RfT5fl% ^TT-T a.'RaTTa a^taaarfaa-

w\rni jwrfa am aaTarafaara a<a.T%aaai afgwrfaarRi =a

afagHaifaaTat aaa: af?a:
|

ag^aaRrajraf an^Taan2'tn?RaTaa; a?4

qnffaarau a^aTafa jftf^RT*fm^ 1q*a^:a aa^na araaal%fa aimtf jr'4

aataaia.
I

fo^g arraaaa faRTamJa ^Tas^at: faf4<HMTafa irafaiaT: i

afaaraarfaaTaT s-ar: aaar. gmT aa
|
famiamwigrrsfa a\ar a umif^iar:

i

fafa^TTsataraaRa asra?>nfc'aiaaiRT5Ra atais^fRatfa a^aigaa *Rg^:

aarrar ata:
i

aggaaea arcana a'rfaraiaaa aT ^araa^aT ararfa a aaafwr:
i

afaaR^imT arfa aaar koRamf^-rra. am aTaataff aifflr aT alanaalaar
i

areai faarrat attm^aiag^afaTafTaaojaRK aaa: ama:
|

fa^atfmasa aga: 35ft ^aaia: atgata.R:
1
a^aafa aRRRnaaag.

ara?aa94 amfaRrralaaa; aaaiaisfa am atgatfafaaaR
1
fa^g aia ai^afa-

a^a°%?aaaa aT gs;: ?aiaf a aT aaiaaag^aaa^r aarfaa:
1

atataT-

afaf^aiaa fafaaTsfaaaaatg^t araia: aaafaraT 1
ataiaTai atfaaaonat Rjfa*a

iTa saparat aaiaKa mm aamsfcraa:
1

feftaT akjafaaa a^a^lgat 1

gaafawmaatgaf, aRaalgat, araialga't, «wMt> aiaialgat, *gfa-

atgatfa m aaar aam
1

a-aalgat a'^maaRaa
1
aRaalgak ai'aia: m r-aa

1

?afagfafaaaRairataaa aaaTaiaraaa aRaatgm gaap-Ra aaifaa afa<rr

aaa fagafa a aarafa !

a mr faa aar faafa akatai fari

a aTaa ?aRa^ iftaarR^a ar^fa
1

faiaifeafa fafiaRaaaa?:' $aag.

aa^ ia araa gsftaraa aiafa n

ara akat°rTfa?aaa gaamfcaalat ftgaaaTai atfa^safaiat aRaaat-

tRaiaftarfafa ^afaaraaa
1

aRar: algaaT a aaT m- \ r<4 laarat a'laiaiai

aTRRT aatfaa mawa a aaaa ^aaraar aamgaft afaai aaarafe 1

paTaarTfaaarfa afcfa mrnaa fafaar a afa a arra fam aaTfaaiTai aa:
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3. Studies in English

1. History of Mithila—by Dr. Upendra Thakur
Price Rs. 17*50

2 . History of Navya-Nyaya in Mithila— by Prof. Dinesh

Chandra Bhattacharya Price Rs. 13*50

3. Vacaspati Mi'sra on Advaita Vedanta—by Dr. S. S.

Hasurkar Price Rs. 15*00
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